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Above: Pictures from the 33rd Annual MAM International Fun Fly.  MAM members 
pulled together to host this annual Fun Fly.  This years event saw great weather and 
lots of flying.  More pictures inside! 
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    This year three MAM mem-
bers headed out to enjoy the 
Valley RC Flyers Annual Fun 
Fly.  The VRCF is a group of 
R/C enthusiasts based in 
Fargo, ND with their flying site 
located in Minnesota.   
  The sun had not risen yet 
when Erik, Ray and I headed 
out to Fargo.  At 5:30 am on 
the 3rd of August, it was quite 
an early start to our day. 
  Leaving Minot to Fargo with a 
loaded trailer of models, the 
plan was to join in on the flying 
and initiate a camaraderie be-
tween MAM and other R/C 
clubs.   
  Pulling into their flying field at 
around 9:30 am, we quickly 
saw the diverse selection of 
models at the Fun Fly.  They 
have a 900’ runway that was 
loaded with trailers filled with 
models.  Helicopters, trainers, 

scale planes, 3D planes, nitro, 
gas, electric and more types 
where all there.   We were 
quickly welcomed and shown a 
place to off load our models 
and set up. 
  Many pilots from the VRCF 
and from other clubs in Minne-
sota came over to welcome us.  
Asking us were we were from, 
they quickly responded with 
confused and puzzled ques-
tions about MAM.  Many of 
these pilots thought MAM 
members “only fly trainers”, 
that “MAM is just a camper 
club”,  “MAM doesn't allow heli 
flying” or even “MAM doesn't 
allow 3D flying”.  Although this 
is a small list of misinformation 
other pilots have about MAM, it 
showed the three of us that we 
have allot of work to change 
how other pilots see MAM.  
This is a challenge that Ray, 

Erik and I accepted! 
  Erik put on quite a show with 
his Logo 600 and his AJ Slick.  
Ray had lots of fun flying his 
foamie.  I even got a chance to 
fly my T-Rex 550 and my 35% 
Yak-54.  The three of us had 
an awesome time at the Fun 
Fly and was amazed at the 
hospitality of the VRCF.  
  As we talked with the pilots, 
we gave them our contact in-
formation and invited them to 
fly at our field if they were ever 
in Minot.  We also talked with 
them about making it to our 
events as we will make an ef-
fort to come down and fly with 
them. 
  As the day came to an end, 
we had to return to Minot.  
Rolling into Minot at about 2:00 
am on Sunday, it was well 
worth the drive.  I for one, plan 
to do it again! 

By Roger Harper 
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Left: The 
Fargo club has 
a 900’ runway. 
This is a pic-
ture of 1/2 of 
it, the North 
end. 

Right: MAM 
members quickly 
setup and get 
their planes 
ready for flight.  
The event had 
good weather, 
perfect for flying 
the entire day.  
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Below: Pilots enjoy the flying 

By Roger Harper 

    This year MAM hosted our 
33rd Annual International Fun 
Fly.  This event is the biggest 
event for the club each year 
and was held on August 
23rd—25th. 
  Bev Vajda stepped up to the 
challenge of handling the con-
cessions stand.  Joe K came 
out to spend his time with Bev 
to make sure things ran 
smoothly in the concessions 
stand. 
  Russ G. donated the hams & 
this year he prepared them on 
a grill Bev got from MWR on 
Minot AFB.  Thanks to Jeremy 
Clay for picking up the grill and 
returning it on Monday. 
  Mark Vajda organized the 
registration and ensured things 
ran smoothly for the 72mHz 
impound as well.  He had help 
from both of his daughters. 
  Friday and Saturday night 
found members setting around 

the bonfire sharing stories.  
The fun and rest Friday night 
was in preparation for the next 
days events.   
  Eva Lucke from Aeroport 
Hobby Shoppe again went up 
and beyond by donating many 
prizes to be given to flying pi-
lots.  This year each pilot who 
registered got their first door 
prize ticket when they regis-
tered.  Each flight they made 
earned another door prize 
ticket.  This years big door 
prize was an Inverza 280 BNF 
that was won by a ticket 
earned by Russ Gohl.  But, he 
didn’t end up with the plane, 
I’m sure there is more to this 
story! 
  Saturday saw a start with 
some clouds and a few rain 
storms that moved through.  
By the afternoon the clouds 
gave way to sun and awesome 
flying weather. 

  The dinner on Saturday was 
ham and corn cooked on a 
grill.  Ray L made sure the 
corn was cooked to perfection.  
A thanks to all MAM members 
who brought side dishes to 
share. 
  Help to set up the field came 
from Brian K, Erik N, Matt H, 
Ray L and Bev V.  Erik’s mom 
Beth, helped to clean the con-
cessions stand on Thursday 
along with his wife.  I’m sorry, 
but I’m sure that I forgot some-
one, but a BIG THANK YOU to 
EVERYONE who helped to 
make this years event a suc-
cess. 
  In response to events this 
year, plans are already in the 
works for next year.  More pi-
lots, more flying, more fun are 
only the start.  See everyone 
next year! 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
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Right & Below: Russ uses the 
grill hams.  Bev V got the grill 
from MWR on Minot AFB.   

Left: Some of the 
Door Prizes donated 
by Eva at Aeroport 
Hobby Shoppe.  
This year each pilot 
earned a ticket for 
each flight that they 
made.   

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
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Left: Bev V and Joe K get the 
Concessions Stand ready.  
Both don’t like having their pic-
ture taken.  I wonder why that 
would be? 

Below: It was a great dinner on 
Saturday. 

Left: Tom Brittain 
takes off for another 
flight. 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
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Left: Charles B works with a 
youngster on a “buddy box”.  
. 

Right: Steve B heads out for 
another flight. 

Left: There was lots of 
activity in the pits. 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
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Right: So, how many 
does it take to retrieve a 
plane? 

Left: Charles and Jeff return to 
the Hangar. 
. 

Right: Some peo-
ple look good and 
like their picture 
taken.  Here 
Tammy Scott poses 
for a shot, I bet this 
will end up on her 
facebook page. 
. 
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Right: Here is the “AFTER” 
from the flight Wesley made 
with his Katana. 

Left:  OUCH!  That is go-
ing to leave a mark.  A little 
glue, tape and it’ll be ready 
to fly again.  

Right:  I’ll call this one 
“BEFORE”.  Wesley P 
gets his Katana ready to 
fly.  A nice shot of a Cub 
owned by Phil Kling. 
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Above, Below & 
Right: Erik N has fun 
flying his Logo 600.  
Erik had some awe-
some flights during the 
International.  These 
gave the crowd so 
much to enjoy. 

Right:  Ray fly's his Blade mCPX with 
a custom canopy that he made.  
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Left:  MAM pilots Wade S, 
Matt H & Brian K fly together.  
Not only are they flying to-
gether, but they are all flying 
the same type of plane! 

Left:  MAM pilots 
Wade S, Matt H & 
Brian K pull their 
planes into a Hover.  
Note that they are 
flying the same type 
of plane.  You have 
to make sure you 
keep your eye on 
your plane! 

Above & Right:  Eva L tries flying her Fun 
Cub.  This was her first time on the sticks 
an she did an awesome job at flying! 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
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  MAM International Fun Fly 
  Aug 22th thru 24th 2014 
  Chair - To Be Appointed 
 
 
 
 
 
                        

OTHER CLUBS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Up COMING EVENTS 
 
 
 

  So how is MAM doing this year?  This 
is a good question that may have several 
different answers.  Here is a bit of infor-
mation that shows the club moving in the 
right direction: 
 

 

  This is just a few numbers that shows 
that the club moving in the right direction.  
Members have enjoyed model rockets 
and even R/C trucks this year.  We are a 
diverse group with many different inter-
ests.  Sharing these interests is another 
benefit to joining MAM. 
 

Here is to an even more 
productive year in 

2014! 
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NEW MEMBERS THIS YEAR:   

 
 
8 

MEMBERS WHO HAVE FLOWN 
THEIR SOLO FLIGHT:  

MEMBERS WHO HAVE USED 
MAM TO TEACH THEM TO FLY:  

MEMEBERS THAT HAVE RE-
TURNED AFTER LEAVING THE 

CLUB FOR MORE THAN 2 YEARS:  

 
6 

 
3 

 
 
2 

 

 

 
During the MAM  
International, on 

Aug 23th a MAM member 
lost an SD card (memory 

card) from their transmitter.  
If you know where it may be 

or find one, please let me 
know.  Thank you. 

 
Roger Harper 

720-5856 
rktman56@yahoo.com 
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                    Throughout the years, Eva has                                                         
donated so many items for MAM Events and helped MAM.  

Eva,  THANK YOU for your support Eva, it has 
been greatly appreciated! 

Whether it’s serving on the Board of Directors, helping with a MAM event or even mowing the grass, your 
participation in MAM events is needed and appreciated.  We are a diverse group of people who share a 
love of building and flying RC aircraft.  Here are just a few opportunities coming up in 2013: 
 
Spring Clean Up - A fun day where we open the doors to the Concession Stand, sweep out the cob webs 
and do a little Spring house cleaning.  Tables get moved under the canopy and lawn mowers are readied 
for Spring and Summer mowing. 
 
2014 Mall Show - This is our first event of the year were we have the opportunity recruit potential new 
members.  MAM is always looking for people to help with this event. Talk to Steve B. if interested. 
 
Mowing The Grass - To keep our flying field runways in tip top shape, members take turn mowing during 
the summer using the grass length guidelines provided by the Club.  If you enjoy being outdoors and mow-
ing grass give it a try.  We have excellent equipment and have designed a mowing system that mows lots 
of grass fast!  If interested please contact Mark Vajda. 
 
Open House and Club Picnic - A fun time whether it’s 100 degrees or 70 degrees.  We will get together to 
enjoy a fun day of flying and share it with the public.  Come out and join the fun!  More information will fol-
low in future newsletters as plans develop. 
 
The International Fun Fly  - Chair for 2014 not yet appointed.  More information later…  MAM is always 
looking for people to help with this major event. 
 
Fall Clean Up - As the days get shorter and  the flower beds have felt  the first frost it will be time to get the 
grounds ready for WINTER!  We will try to have a Chili Fly this year! 
 
Monthly Club meetings - Held at The Dakota Territory Air Museum during the Winter, then we move to the  
flying field in the Spring.  There is usually a meal served when we meet at the flying field during the sum-
mer along with refreshments.  
 
If you are interested in helping with any MAM events, please let me know.  Here’s to a great 2013! 

Opportunities for MAM Members 
By Roger Harper 
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MAM General Meeting Notes 
6 August 2013 

 

MAM Minutes read and approved 
No Treasurers Report read  

Old Business: 
  

 Mark V. removed the thermostat housing on the large mower and checked 
the thermostat for proper operation and corrosion build up. It was found to have 
had a non-working thermostat (was not opening until 198 degrees and not fully 
open until 220 degrees, the engine calls for a178 to be installed) but he was 
able to reuse the old housing.  He also had the radiator flushed ($70.00 for the 
flush), new thermostat and coolant added. Mark also found the fan clutch non-
operational and replaced the clutch driven fan with an electric driven motor for 
$150.00 and a spare fan donated by Joe K.  Non of these fixes helped but has 
NOT solved the over heating problems.  Mark V. called and talked with a Toro 
rep outside ND and they suggested that some of the cooling ports in the lower 
part of the engine may be blocked as the radiator was found to have large de-
posits in it when it was flushed. Toro suggested to use radiator flush in the cool-
ing system.  If this doesn't work the club will have to look into what we will do 
with this mower.  As Russ said it best, "I don't know about you guys, but I envi-
sion a mower in our future." (NOTE - After the meeting the mower was found to 
be spewing water and oil form the exhaust) 
 Mark V. is getting Acme Electric to donate a wrecked mower.  It's a mower 
close in model number to our 42" Toro mower.  Our 42" mower is down due to a 
non-working electric clutch that will cost the club $400.00 to replace.  If Acme 
can donate the wrecked mower, the electric clutch will work on our mower. Mo-
tion was made an approved to approve the purchase of the electric clutch in the 
event we have to return the Steiner mower we have on loan from Acme by Joe 
P., 2nd by Roger H.  Motion approved. 
 The clubs entry in the ND State Fair Parade was a big success. MAM mem-
bers showed up to hand out 300 flyers to the crowd and candy.  A big thanks to 
Roger H and Ray L for building the float.  The total cost was over $150.00 for 
the float.  The float is reusable and is now stored in the mower building for use 
next year. 
 Steve B told the club that the Dakota Territory Air Museum Hangar dedication 
was a big success.  Joe P. had his B-17 on display and Phil K. helped the kids 
on the simulator throughout the day. 
Roger H. briefed the club that Pam from The Minot Library kids program  wants 
to bring the kids out next year.  She said the kids had a ball out at the field.  
Steve B. made a suggestion that the club make an effort to do events like this 
more throughout the year.  Roger H. suggested we work with the 4H, CAP, Boy 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, churches, schools and other organizations.  This event with 
the library was a small step to get the ball  
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MAM General Meeting Notes Cont. 
6 August 2013 

 

     rolling in that direction. 
  The International is still on! All volunteers that can help will be appreciated. It 
is scheduled for the 23

rd
,24

th
 and 25

th
 of August.  Bev V. will be handling the 

concessions and Russ will be providing the hams for the Saturday night dinner.  
Joe K. volunteered to help with the concessions stand.  Mark said that his 
daughters will also help in the concessions as needed.  The club will be getting 
a large grill from MWR on Minot AFB and we will need members to bring bags of 
charcoal and lighter fluid.  Bev V will be doing breakfast Sat and Sun mornings.  
Charles B will have his trainer for those who show to try to fly. 
 
  

New Business: 
  
  Roger H. briefed the club that the belt that drives the PTO on the 72" Toro was 
replaced.  But after it was replaced, the PTO brake was found non-operational 
and is in need of replacement.  This is a safety issue as even with the PTO not 
engaged the blades still turn.  This can cut toes and or fingers if placed under 
the deck.  Be extremely careful while using this mower in this condition until the 
brake is replaced. 
  Erik N. brought up the possibility of spraying the field for weeds.  It was de-
cided to table until next Spring. 
  Erik N. made a suggestion that the club purchase a club trainer.  Joe P let the 
club know that he has a .40 size trainer he is willing to donate to the club.  Erik 
was given the task of getting it ready for training.  Phil K made the suggestion 
that if the club has a club trainer, that club trainers.  He stated that there is pro-
cedures to do this through the AMA and designate  member pilots for that duty.  
  Eva L from Aeroport Hobby Shoppe is a MAM member and has AMA.  Roger 
H has her Fun Cub and is getting it ready for her to learn to fly with.  Eva has 
been spending more time at the field and is excited about learning to fly. 
  Mark V brought up the problem with the GFI at the pit table.  Wally A stated 
about due to CODE, there has to be a GFI on the circuit.  The problem is all ta-
bles go through only one GFI.  It was decided to add a GFI at each table and 
parallel  wire them.  Russ stated he would pick up five more. 
  A BIG THANKS to Bev Vajda for cooking for this meeting! She will be han-
dling the food at the next meeting. 
 
 

Meeting adjourned 
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