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Here’s Earl Schneider conducting Ground 
School ...thanks Earl….you did a  great job! 

More pictures inside….. 

MAM’S Open House Offers Opportunity for Everyone….. 
 
Her name is  Tracy 
Looney and she at-
tended MAM’s Open 
House because her 
Mother-in-Law heard 
about it on the Noon 
Show and encouraged 
her to try flying.   
 
After Ground School 
and instruction by Earl Schneider, Russ Gohl “buddied” up 
with  Tracy  and she flew his Rascal…...and fly she did.  For 
a first time flyer, she got the attention of spectators as she 

made great turns and 
managed to keep con-
trol of the plane.   
 
When she isn’t flying 
RC airplanes, she 
works as a massage 
therapist and LPN.  
She described the ex-
perience as “Fun!” 

Charter 1195 



Thanks to Bev Cushing and 
John Nelson for working in the 
Concession Stand during the 
Open House.   
 
Thanks to Linda Settel and  
Audrey Benno for their  
assistance in the food prep.  

 
MEMORIES OF MAM’S  

OPEN HOUSE 
2006 

Pictured Above:  Randy Severson, Laura Landry, Joey Landry 
and Brock spent the day at the flying field.  They had a great 
time and described their flying experiences as:  “Excellent”, 
“Cool”, “Really Weird” and “Scary”…..all words flyers every-
where have used to describe their flying experiences. 

Above: Steve Schoenberg at the controls..check out the 
great hat Jerry Cushing is wearing... it helps protect from 
the sun! 
 
Left:  Some mean storm clouds passed over and people 
headed for the shelter...at least the rain waited until the 
Open House was officially over. 



 
• August 4 - 6 
       Gainsborough Fun Fly  
 
 
      August 5 - 6 
       Valley RC Flyers Fun Fly -   
        Fargo 
 
 
 

• August 18 - 20  
       Gimli Model Fest 2006 
 
 
• August 19 to 20   
       Art May Memorial Fun Fly-Bismarck 
 
 

August 26 & 27 
Minot - The International Fun Fly 

       Dick Winje and Lanny Wade   
       Co-Chairmen 
 

• September 9 & 10 
        1st Annual Fun Fly -  Open flying all weekend 
        Bismarck  
 

 
Check Out Our Web Page 

For details on the above events! 
www.minotaircraftmodelers.com 

 
 

Congratulations to MAM member, Dillon Rosenau 
who soloed for the first time on June 15, 2006.   May-
nard Kuebler (pictured below with Dillon) has been 
working with Dillon for the past few months and 
thinks Dillon has done a great job of learning to fly.   
 
Dillon lives on a farm in Upham with his parents, 
brother and sister.  He is in the 9th grade and his  
favorite subjects are shop (wood working) and science. 
 
Dillon attributes his successful first flight to Real 
Flight and thanks Maynard for his assistance. 

2006 
COMING EVENTS 

Randy Mackey flew his Extra 260 for the first time in 
July….he loves the way it flies!   Check out the prop! 

MAM President , Dick Winje has had 4 successful 
maiden flights during July. 
 
He flew a Spad, Hots, Ultra Stick and a U-Can-
Du...WOW!  Dick reported that he had a “crazy” 
Winter building. 
 
Find out more about our President in next month’s 
edition of FLIGHTLINES as he is interviewed for 
“Meet Our Board of Directors” column. 
 



ON THE SAFE SIDE              

Safety: As Simple as ABC 

 By Don Lowe 

Hi! I’ve been in this hobby a long time (forever), and I guess I’ve seen about everything happen in model flying that’s possi-
ble. However, I wonder if there is some method of operation that might help preclude crashes and unsafe operations. 
I’ve written about safety many times in past columns for RCM and, of course, I chaired AMA’s Safety Committee for many 
years. One thing I’ve learned is that you can have all the safety rules that you want, but if fliers don’t conscientiously ob-
serve these rules, then what good are the rules?  
Fortunately most fliers exercise common sense in their flight operations, and their airplanes survive to fly another day. 
Some say that man is a creature of habit. If you can, in some magical way, coach that creature to use common sense and to 
follow a set of safety guidelines, then you have accomplished something. 
Models come in all shapes and sizes. Some have such low-energy content in their flight operations that they are not much of a 
threat. By and large, the typical model airplane flown by the average modeler is of a size, weight, speed, and complication that 
logical care in flight operations is mandatory otherwise serious damage can occur to people or property and none of us wants 
that to happen. 
Several weeks ago a friend of mine crashed a gorgeous and expensive Aerobatics (Pattern) model at a contest because of a 
momentary lapse of attention and adherence to important safety practices. The model was a typical F3A Pattern aircraft with a 
plug-in wing and tail. In his haste to fly, he forgot to physically secure the wing halves into position and plug in the aileron 
servos.  
This inattention to flight procedure was followed by a failure to exercise the control system prior to flight to observe normal 
operation. A takeoff and the resultant crash occurred. Fortunately no one was hit, but the beautiful aircraft—and his ego—were 
severely damaged. 
How do we improve our chances of safe flight? In mulling over this on the way home I thought about our flight training in 
the Air Force. We used a check system prior to flight that was simple and easy to remember. Each check list was particular to 
an individual aircraft design; such check lists are used by full-scale pilots today.  
The code I used at that time was CIGFTPR, and I will never forget it. It followed the usual walk-around—inspecting the exte-
rior to see that everything was in place and kicking the tires. Then in the cockpit I went through the list. It goes something like 
this: 

• C (controls): Operate the flight controls to observe for motion and direction  
• I (instruments): Check the instruments to be sure all are functional  
• G (gear): Landing gear lever down and locked  
• F (flaps): Flaps are set to proper position  
• T (trims):  Control trims are set properly for takeoff  
• P (propeller): Propeller controls are set for startup and takeoff  
• R (run-up):  Engine run-up to check proper operation  
 

This system worked well and I’m sure the pre-check saved many an aborted takeoff. 
Okay, such a system works for full scale, but is there a system that is easy to use for model fliers that will be remembered and 
may be used to prevent disaster down the road? How about using ABC? It’s simple and easy to remember. The check would 
go like this: 

• A (assembly): Check that everything is in its proper place, controls are still intact as installed and securely fastened, 
and all assembly fasteners are in place.  

• B (batteries): Must be fully charged—very critical to safe flying.  
• C (controls): Controls checked for deflection, without evidence of servo malfunction, and operate in the proper direc-

tion.  
Have you ever taken off with the ailerons running backwards? The average flier will not survive this error, and many models 
have been lost because of reversed ailerons. Remember, make sure they are operating and in the proper direction. Just stare at 
the aileron; did the right aileron deflect up when I commanded right aileron? 
Simply observing motion is not enough; you must check direction. You probably would be unable to execute a takeoff if any 
other control is backward, but the ailerons are another story! When I taxi I am consciously flipping the ailerons to make sure 
they are working correctly. When I flew full scale I always checked controls one last time before initiating takeoff. 
Will you do your ABCs? I sure hope so since it hurts to see a gorgeous airplane in pieces and maybe someone hurt. Let this 
little memory jogger help save your beautiful aircraft. Yes, safety is common sense, and for some it is habitual. Be sure and 
practice safe flight. 
 
Happy flying! 
 



 
Tiana Delzer, 
age 10 won the 
airplane and 
radio at the 
Open House.  
Her Dad used to 
fly model 
planes so he 
was pretty ex-
cited.  
 
Special thanks 
to  and Jeff  
Settel for donat-
ing the airplane, 
engine and  

radio. 

  

Russ Gohl celebrated his 50th birthday at the 
flying field.  Nice cap Russ! 

Can you believe it…………...sewer dumps and the 
foundation for our bathrooms and showers! 
 
Special thanks to Russ & Jean Gohl for their generous 
donation and for making arrangements for the comple-
tion of the project.  More later... 

Thanks to 
Eva for her 
continued 
support of 
Minot  
Aircraft 
Modelers and 
her  donation 
to the Open 
House 



From Ground School to the runway …..People of all 
ages experienced the fun and excitement of flying RC 
aircraft during MAM’s 2006 Public Open House.  
Many veteran MAM members were on hand to assist 
“rookie” flyers...it was a great day!   

Left:  Co-
Chairman Jeff 
Settel works 
with Earl 
Schneider to get 
ready for 
Ground School. 

Thanks to all MAM members for 
helping make this year’s Open 
House a great success! 



Christmas in July 2006….. 
 
While our stockings weren’t hung by the chimney with care we all hoped that St. Nicholas 
would still make a visit!  The Schonebergs were dressed in their Christmas jammies while  
others gathered ‘round a campfire to sing and be jolly!  The campers and campgrounds were 
decorated and twinkling…….there was no snow for this special day….someone said the tem-

perature reached 98 degrees or maybe 100!  Christmas dinner went off without a hitch...the ham and side 
dishes were great…..there was even lefse and sweet potatoes….no sugarplums for us! 
Tucker believes in Santa and Christmas in July…..Santa delivered some presents much to his delight! 

One - Two - Three…..Go! 

Visiting after Christmas dinner….it was a nice day! 


