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 2014 ANNUAL MAM OPEN HOUSE  

 

Another Annual MAM Open House for the history books.  There 

was a large public turnout for this years event! 
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NON-AMA MEMBERS FLYING AT MAM FLYING FIELD 

By Roger Harper 

    Talking with Lois Mock the AMA Secretary back in March of this year, I asked her the questions the 
club raised of Non-AMA members flying at our field.  Questions like if someone shows up with a 
plane they own and want to fly it, by them self or with another member, can they do that?  What are 
the guidelines for allowing non-AMA members to fly with current AMA members who are also MAM 
members, at events or at anytime?  We talked on the phone for quite awhile as she explained how 
the AMA handles the questions the club has raised.  Knowing that a conversation would not be ac-
cepted as AMA policy by the club, I asked her to send me a publication that outlined the AMA guid-
ance on these issues.   
 

 The following id from AMA Publication 911: 
 

For non-AMA members wishing to experience a “hands-on” model flight, the Academy does 
allow this, on a one-time basis per person ONLY, (with the use of a Buddy Box system for 
RC). During this one-time flight, the club is protected through its  liability coverage as long as 
the non-member’s supervised flying is in accordance with the AMA National Model Aircraft 
Safety Code(s). Under NO situation should the non-member’s equipment or aircraft be used. 
 

   It is important to understand that the AMA has stated "Under NO situation should the non-member’s 
equipment or aircraft be used"... and used capital letters in the word "NO".  So it sets forth guidance 
that we as a charted club need to use a current AMA member to fly with the non-AMA member, the 
current AMA members radio equipment, aircraft with a buddy box.  The AMA also mentions that this 
is to be a one time flight.  So at events, we are able to allow non-AMA members to fly a model as 
long as we follow the set guidelines.  As far as using the non-members plane and equipment, it's not 
allowed. 
  

  We have experienced an event that did violate these guideline a few weeks ago.  I told a non-AMA 
member that he can not buddy box with his own model because he was not an AMA member.  An-
other MAM club member allowed the non-AMA member to buddy box with him.  At this time the MAM 
members present watching the prep for the flight were under the thought that the MAM member that 
was helping the non-AMA member had a current AMA membership and this was following AMA 
guidelines.  Not understanding the AMA guidelines on this situation caused the MAM members 
watching this pre flight to do nothing to prevent this flight. I failed to confront the MAM member and 
because of my lack of action, this allowed the flight to continue.  This flight resulted in a crashed 
model. The cause of the crash is not as important as understanding that this model could have hurt 
someone or damaged something resulting in a claim through the AMA.  It was only a couple of days 
after this flight, while updating the AMA club roster, it was found that the MAM member who "buddy 
boxed" with the non-AMA member, did not himself have a current AMA membership at the time of 
this flight.  So the two errors that the club made was: 
 

1)  The flight was allowed using the non-AMA members plane and equipment. 
 

2) The MAM member did not verify a current AMA membership by placing their card in the pin box. 
 

  This flight happened, we now need to learn from it, educate the membership on AMA policy and en-
sure that activities like this are never repeated.  Mistakes do happen, things are forgotten, we all un-
derstand this.  But please understand that this flight for example, is something that could have had 
grave results for the club had someone been hurt.   
 

  It's now time to learn, educate the membership, move forward and have fun flying! 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
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  MAM EVENTS: 
     
        

 

  Minot Public Library Kids 
  Program Visit  
  1 July 2014 
  Chair - Roger Harper 
  Co-Chair - Ray Lilliquist 

 

  Dakota  Territory R/C Fly-IN 

  Aug 22nd thru 24th 2014 
  Chair - Ray Lilliquist  
  Co-Chairs - Mark Vajda 
  CD-Roger Harper #1512 
 
 
 
 

  OTHER CLUBS: 

  Bismarck Aircraft Modelers    
(BAM) 

 
 BAM Fun Fly  

  13 - 15 June 
  Contact Paul 701-391-4038  
 

  BAM Fun Fly 
  Sept 12 - 14 
  Contact Paul 701-391-4038  
 

Missouri Slope Model Aero 
Club 
 

  MSMAC ART MAY MEMORIAL FUN 
  Fly 

   Aug 15 - 17 
 

Valley R/C Flyers 
  Annual Fun Fly 
  Aug 2 & 3 
 
 
 

 

Up COMING EVENTS 

 
 












MAM WISHES TO  

WELCOME NEW  

MAM MEMBERS 

NOTE: 

Thanks to Mark 

and Bev Vajda for 

donating $140.00 to 

the club to have the 

water tank filled. 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/634518396629332/
http://www.bamrcflyers.org/index.html
http://www.bamrcflyers.org/index.html
http://www.msmac.org/
http://www.msmac.org/
http://valleyrcflyers.net/
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MEMBERS ENJOY A DAY AT MAM FLYING FIELD 

By Roger Harper 

ABOVE: Hands in the air, the winner enjoys his victory.   

NOTE: If you look 
at the picture to 
the left, you can 
see Eva standing 
there watching the 
races.  Over the 
past two weeks we 
have seen a steady 
increase in the in-
terest in this R/C 
track at the field 
from MAM mem-
bers.   
 
The R/C truck 
track has gener-
ated new member-
ships and also 
sparked a pursuit 
of R/C model air-
craft in a couple of 
new members.   

RIGHT: As the 
day comes to an 
end, a few mem-
bers grab their R/C 
trucks for a few 
heats.   
 
It was nice to en-
joy the track after 
a day of high 
winds were we 
had to wait to fly 
until the sun 
started to set.  
When it got to 
dark to fly, we all 
moved over the 
track for some R/C 
racing fun. 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
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BELOW: During the high 
winds, Ray flies his Stunt 
Kite as Andy watches how 
it’s flown.   

ABOVE: Eliza-
beth Edgell flies 
her “Hello Kittie” 
kite with Jessica, 
Eva, Starla and 
Amy.  Elezibeth 
soon passed the 
kite to Amy Monk 
to fly. 

ABOVE: A few pilots ventured out to challenge the wind.   

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org


 

Page 6 http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org MAM FLIGHT LINES — 06/14 

 

2014 ANNUAL MAM OPEN HOUSE   cont. 

LEFT: Erik N. 
spots Shawn E. as 
he flies his helicop-
ter.  The crowd 
was amazed at the 
flying Erik did dur-
ing the event.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BELOW: The 
crowd views the 
models on display 
and the flying air-
craft.   

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
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2014 ANNUAL MAM OPEN HOUSE   cont. 

LEFT: A line up of guest park-
ing .  We almost had run out of 
parking space while there was a 
steady steam of guests during 
the event despite the clouds and 
the treat of rain.  A big “THANK 
YOU” to all who helped with this 
event.  Bev, Mark and Beth Vajda 
worked hard to handle the con-
cessions stand. 

LEFT: Guests watch 
MAM members drive 
their R/C trucks on the 
track.   
 
 
 
BELOW: The crowd 
watches Erik N. fly in-
verted with his Logo 
600.  Erik was able to 
get low enough to “cut 
the grass” several times!  

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
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Whether it’s serving on the Board of Directors, helping with a MAM event or even mowing the grass, your 
participation in MAM events is needed and appreciated.  We are a diverse group of people who share a 
love of building and flying RC aircraft.  Here are just a few opportunities coming up in 2014: 
 
Spring Clean Up - A fun day where we open the doors to the Concession Stand, sweep out the cob webs 
and do a little Spring house cleaning.  Tables get moved under the canopy and lawn mowers are readied 
for Spring and Summer mowing. 
 
2014 Mall Show - This is our first event of the year were we have the opportunity recruit potential new 
members.  MAM is always looking for people to help with this event. Talk to Steve B. if interested. 
 
Mowing The Grass - To keep our flying field runways in tip top shape, members take turn mowing during 
the summer using the grass length guidelines provided by the Club.  If you enjoy being outdoors and mow-
ing grass give it a try.  We have excellent equipment and have designed a mowing system that mows lots 
of grass fast!  If interested please contact Mark Vajda. 
 
Open House and Club Picnic - A fun time whether it’s 100 degrees or 70 degrees.  We will get together to 
enjoy a fun day of flying and share it with the public.  Come out and join the fun!  More information will fol-
low in future newsletters as plans develop. 
 
Dakota Territory RC Fly-IN - Chairs for 2014, Ray Lilliquist and Mark Vajda.  More information later…  
MAM is always looking for people to help with this major event. 
 
Fall Clean Up - As the days get shorter and  the flower beds have felt  the first frost it will be time to get the 
grounds ready for WINTER!   
 
Monthly Club meetings - Held at The Dakota Territory Air Museum during the Winter, then we move to the  
flying field in the Spring.  There is usually a meal served when we meet at the flying field during the sum-
mer along with refreshments.  
 
If you are interested in helping with any MAM events, please let me know.  Here’s to a great 2014! 

Opportunities for MAM Members 
By Roger Harper 

        

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        Throughout the years, Eva has                                                         
donated so many items for MAM Events and helped MAM.  

Eva,  THANK YOU for your support Eva, it has 
been greatly appreciated! 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
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MAM General Meeting Notes 
3 June 2014 

  

MAM Minutes read and approved 
Treasurers Report read and approved  

Old Business: 
  

 Proposed change to ARTICLE III Item 4 was read at the meeting.  No further changes were dis-
cussed.  ARTICLE III Item 4 was brought to a vote by the voting members present.  Phil Kling 
made a motion to vote the proposed change to ARTICLE III Item 4 as printed in the newsletter, 
second by Roger Harper.  Motion carried with all voting members present to approve.  Motion 
carried. passed with a majority vote. 

 Volunteers are still needed to help on the 14th for our Open House.   
 The CAP program was interested in using the MAM flying field for the launching of their model 

rockets.  It was brought up at the meeting as to the insurance requirements for coverage in or-
der to allow the CAP to use our field.  This topic will be addressed to the AMA. (NOTE: On 4 
June 2014, Roger Harper called the AMA and talked with Louis Mock.  She stated that the AMA 
does not cover the CAP for such activities, each individual who actually pushes the "launch but-
ton" has to have a current AMA membership.  Roger Harper then sent this information to the 
CAP Commander and  informed the CAP that insurance through the AMA is required.  Roger 
also informed the CAP Commander that AMA membership for those under 18 is free.  No re-
sponse from the CAP Commander was received and the launch proposed for the 19th will not 
happen.  Further CAP and MAM support will be needed in order to organize such an event, 
more on this topic in the future.) 

 A proposal brought up at the May meeting to allow R/C trucks at the MAM field was again talked 
about.  Two MAM members addressed the members present at the meeting concerning the 
pending approval of the operation of R/C cars and trucks at the MAM flying field.  AMA does in-
sure it's current members for the use of R/C cars and trucks.  Everyone who would use R/C 
trucks or cars at the field would be required to have current AMA membership. Non-
Current AMA members are NOT covered for such activities. Roger Harper addressed this idea 
as, trying it on a trial basis and seeing if the track has support of MAM members who will use 
and maintain it or if in deed it causes any problems. Clint Mevis talked to the members present 
and again asked the club for a dedicated area for the use of such vehicles.  Wives of members 
have already shown interest, along with some kids of members.  Prior to the meeting, Mark Va-
jda identified the area near the entry way as a possible location for a track.  Clint was asked 
about what type of cars would be used.  Clint replied that Eva sales mostly electric cars and 
trucks, thinking there would be less nitro or gas powered vehicles used vs. electric.  Clint also 
told the club the largest vehicles that he felt the club would see is 1/8th scale.  The larger vehi-
cles require a much larger area to operate.  A question was asked about keeping the area clean.  
It was told to the members that it would be no different if a MAM member was using the pit ta-
bles, each person is required to police the area after they are done.  One member brought forth 
the concern of the members running the R/C vehicles being a pilot first, before an R/C driver.  
Clint told the club that he had been asked questions like, "are you going to just bring out cars 
and that's all you are going to do?"  Clint explained that he does own model aircraft and that 
Roger Harper addressed this issue and made sure that he and others understand that ALL MAM 
members must have an interest in model aviation.  Clint explained that it would be nice to run 
his R/C vehicles when he was done flying, for example.  One MAM member brought up a con-
cern that there are fences around airports, and that they try to keep aircraft and cars separate.  
The member also brought up concerns with the "Riff Raff" traditionally associated with R/C cars 
goes hand in hand across the country.  The member went on to express concerns although it 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
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may be different around North Dakota, but there is a whole new crowd of people coming into the 
Minot area. The member went on to say that there are people who don't care about flying in the 
area who would just want to come out and play.  Roger Harper stated again as he did at the 
May meeting, the purpose for this club is aero-modeling, and it states in ARTICLE III Item 1 that 
the members must show a genuine interest in model airplanes.  So all primary members must 
comply with this requirements.  This is an R/C flying club and will remain that way.  IF a person 
joins MAM with the sole intention to run R/C trucks, that is not going to work nor will it be al-
lowed. The member then requested that the club set aside some area used by the farmer.  The 
club rejected this idea due to that land being used as income for the club.  The concerned mem-
ber then brought up concern with once people found out they could bring out an RV and then 
camp out here and fly a plane every week, and they would have free camping all Summer.  The 
member asked, "don't you think oil riggers wouldn't want to do that just to get a free place to 
camp?"  Mark replied that this is only a discussion at this time, ALL who come out to use the 
track would have to be a MAM member with a current AMA membership.  A concerned MAM 
Member then asked if the car drivers would have to be ROAR members and the answer that he 
was given was no they do not have to be a member of ROAR. Only requirement is current MAM 
and AMA members.  A question that was brought up to Roger Harper before the meeting was 
about having sanctioned racing events by such originations as ROAR.  Roger told the members 
that this is only a local track for MAM members for their use only.  If a non-MAM member wants 
to use the track they still have to have a current AMA membership and still have to pay a use 
fee for the day just as they would if they wanted to fly.  Since most car guys are not part of an 
organization like the AMA or ROAR, this point is mute.  In other words, they will NOT be allowed 
to use the track.  But if club members wish to do sanctioned racing events, it will take a club vote 
to get approval for such an event with MAM and Non-MAM members who have current AMA 
memberships.  The concerned member then asked about what happens if there are now 20 car 
guys and how many times do we have 4 or 5 members show up to a meeting, they could over 
run and turn this into a car club.  Another member quickly commented that "I guess more people 
need to start showing up to the meetings, I'm a new member and this club is just as much mine 
as anyone else's and if my wife want to come out and run her R/C truck then more power to 
her."  The member who showed concern stated that he has 50 to 60 R/C cars and would be the 
first to be out there burning the sh*t out of them and having a good time, He continued to state 
that he is "only questioning weather it's right or not because there are other places in town to do 
it."  Clint then told the club that there are privately owned tracks around Minot, but they are spe-
cialty tracks requiring special setups to use.  Clint said that he is just looking for a track to run on 
if he can't fly due to the weather or after he is done with flying, for example.  Roger Harper then 
stepped in and reminded the club that the club can take back the privilege of running R/C trucks 
at a track at the flying field faster than the club granted the privilege.   The single concerned 
MAM member verbally  apposed to this idea stated that it is "easier not to give something than it 
is to take it away".   Joe Korner (Club Safety Officer) asked where the club plans to put the 
track.  It was identified as the grassy area by the gate where the entry road is, North and West 
where the trees are located.  Many members know this area as the "primitive camping" area.  
Mark stressed that this is a safe area, and that he recommend that the club vote to accept this 
proposal on a trial basis with a final vote to approve at the end of the flying season in Septem-
ber.  Mark also reminded the club that IF the club starts to see problems, the club can shut it 
down.  Roger Harper made a motion to vote on this as a trial basis, Steve B. second.  Motion 
carried with only one vote against, all other voting members voting to approve.  Motion carried. 

 After the approval of the R/C track, the club asked questions about frequency control.  Land 75 
mHz frequencies are not allowed for use in "air" flying models as 72 mHz is.  There does remain 
a problem if someone with a 72 mHz system shows up with it installed in his car.  Clint explained 
that R/C cars and trucks sold today have moved away form FM and are using 2.4 gHz systems.  
Old AM or FM systems are in use but the club needs to build a Freq Board to handle this.  This 
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will prevent conflicts between aviation and truck R/C models. 
 Steve B. told the club that Sig sent him a $25.00 off gift certificate for the Mall Show.  It was de-

cided to save it and use it at a future event.  It has "Minot Aircraft Modelers" on it meaning it may 
be for a club purchase. 

 
New Business: 
 

 Roger Harper briefed the club that the Minot Library Kids program will be out at the next meeting 
on 1 July 2014.  Everyone to encouraged to attend to help promote our hobby. 

 Ray and Roger have setup a static IP address for the club.  The video camera for the club is 
working.  Ray address the need to get a newer router.  The one the club has is at least 7 years 
old and we have exceeded the number of ports that can be used to plug items in.  Ray also 
made a request for the club to buy another access point.  Internet access around the field is very 
limited due to the old router being located inside the concessions building.   Ray told the club 
that the club needs another camera to allow the viewing of the hangar area, and the RV camp-
ing area.  These are areas where the club can not. The club agreed to the purchase of a new 
capable router at this time and for Ray to bring back to the club the estimated cost for an access 
point and another camera at the next meeting. 

 Volunteers are needed to help out with the Dakota Territory R/C Fly-In.  Mark briefed the club 
that the club needs to start working on setting up this event.  Mark wants to setup a quick meet-
ing on the 8th of June at 1:00 or 2:00 in the afternoon.  If you wish to help with the event you are 
welcome to attend.  Roger Harper will be the CD for this event. 

 There is a high school graduation party for Jim Vajda on the 8th of June at the field.  Everyone is 
invited to attend. 

 Mark addressed the concern that the club needs a more accurate member listing.  Ray Lilliquist 
has requested that members please fillout a new application form IF you have not already 
turned in one this year.  The AMA club listing and the clubs members listing all need a major up-
date. 

 Wally A. talked to the club about the Verendrye Electric annual meeting on the 12th of June 4:30 
pm to 6:30 pm.  Wally will not be able to attend and will not be able to have a booth setup about 
our club at the event.  Maynard K. agreed to do this for the club.  If you are interested please 
contact Maynard. 

 Mark thanked all who showed up for Spring Clean Up.  The runway mower is up and working.  
The 72" Torro has a bad starter.  Mark got it repaired as a donation to the club and is ready for 
pick up.  The big tractor has a hydraulic leak and can not be used at this time.  The pull behinds 
both need new batteries.   

 Roger Harper explained the requirements of Non-AMA members flying at the MAM airfield.  
Roger has been talking with Lois Mock the AMA Secretary back March of this year, I asked her 
the questions the club raised of Non-AMA members flying at our field.  Questions like if some-
one shows up with a plane they own and want to fly it, by them self or with another member, can 
they do that?  What are the guidelines for allowing non-AMA members to fly with current AMA 
members who are also MAM members, at events or at anytime?  We talked on the phone for 
quite awhile as she explained how the AMA handles the questions the club has raised.  Knowing 
that a conversation would not be accepted as AMA policy by MAM, I asked her to send me AMA 
publication 911 that outlined the AMA guidance on these issues.  It states the following:   
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For non-AMA members wishing to experience a “hands-on” model flight, the Academy 
does allow this, on a one-time basis per person ONLY, (with the use of a Buddy Box 
system for RC). During this one-time flight, the club is protected through its liability 
coverage as long as the non-member’s supervised flying is in accordance with the 
AMA National Model Aircraft Safety Code(s). Under NO situation should the non-
member’s equipment or aircraft be used. 

 

It’s important to understand that the AMA has stated "Under NO situation should the non-
AMA member’s equipment or aircraft be used"... and used capital letters in the word 
"NO".  So it sets forth guidance that we as a charted club of the AMA need to use a current AMA 
member to fly with the non-AMA member, use the current AMA members equipment, aircraft 
with a buddy box.  The AMA also mentions that this is to be a one time flight.  So at events, we 
are able to allow non-AMA members to fly a model as long as we follow the set guidelines.  As 
far as using the non-members plane and equipment, it's not allowed. 

 Joe Korner reminded the club that ALL flying pilots are required to place their AMA card in the 
pin box before flying.  Even pilots using 2.4 are required to place their AMA card in the pin box 
before flying.  Mark addressed the error that a member had flown at the Spring Clean Up day 
with an expired AMA membership.  Placing your AMA card in the pin box allows a account of 
flying pilots and verifies they also have a current AMA membership.  Mark stated that there are 
new people flying this year.  Don't be afraid to introduce yourself, ask them if they are a MAM 
members, have current AMA and also to remind them to place their AMA card in the pin box be-
fore flying.   

 
 

Meeting Adjourned 
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FROM THE AUGUST 2011 ISSUE OF MAM FLIGHT LINES 
 

Here is a link to an awesome B17 & B24 video: 

http://vimeo.com/18135369 

B17 & B25 take off from Falcon Field in Mesa, AZ and then flies 

over the Superstition Mountains to the east of Apache Junction 

and then on to Roosevelt & Canyon lakes on the east edge of 

the Phoenix valley. The backdrops are stunning. Set back, turn 

up the music and enjoy! 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
http://vimeo.com/18135369
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JULY 2014 Meeting 
 

When:  TUESDAY, July 1st 
6:00 PM 

Where: The MAM Flying Field 
THE MINOT LIBRARY Kids Program will be out at 6:00 

for this meeting, please show up to help  
promote our hobby! 

MAM FLIGHTLINES 
Roger Harper 
900 9

th
 Ave NE 

Minot, ND 58703 

2014 CLUB DUES 
 

 

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP: $50 annually  
 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: $55 annually 
 

JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP: $20 annually (19 years old or 

younger) 
 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP: $50 annually (must be ac-

tive military or member of another club. No land assessment requirement 
but member has NO voting privilege.) 


