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Latest News on the FAA Situation 
by Dave Mathewson, AMA President 

 AMA continues to work hard 
to preserve the future of 
model aviation, just as the 
FAA continues to work to-
ward regulating model air-
craft. The pending regula-
tions—really intended to fo-
cus more on the commercial, 
public-use small Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems (sUAS) that 
want to assimilate into the 
National Airspace System 
(NAS)—will most likely have 
some impact on model avia-
tion. In fact, while the FAA 
bylaws cannot tell us 
exactly what will be in the 
proposed rule, they have told 
us it will include some re-
strictions that modelers are 
not going to like. 
  As you know, AMA has an 
internal workgroup that has 
been developing a set of 
standards for aeromodeling 
that, once adopted by the 

FAA, will allow modelers who 
operate within the standards 
some latitude from the re-
strictions in the (default) rule. 
  Developing our standards 
has been nearly a two-year 
process and once com-
pleted, will be vetted through 
the entire model aviation 
community for comment be-
fore they are sent to the FAA 
for consideration. The mem-
bers who make up our work-
group come from a diverse 
modeling background and 
bring an incredible amount of 
knowledge and expertise to 
the table. They have worked 
countless hours on our mem-
b e r s ‟  b e h a l f 
www.modelaircraft.org/
a b o u t a m a /
govcontact.aspx. 
  Since the regulatory effort 
began, we have been asking 
our members to be aware 

and engaged in its progress 
and to be prepared to react 
when the time is right. That 
time is here. The proposed 
rule will be released as a 
Notice of Proposed Rule 
Making (NPRM) later this 
year. Although the original 
release date was scheduled 
for June, it now looks like it‟s 
been pushed back until late 
July or early August. 
  AMA has developed a 
multipart strategy to deal 
with this impending regula-
tion. The first part, working 
with the FAA to develop 
standards to allow modelers 
latitude from the rule, has 
been the most visible—until 
now. The March issue of 
Model Aviation magazine, 
which you should have re-
ceived in the last couple of 
weeks, outlines phase two of  

Continued on Page 7  
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High Alpha Knife-Edge Flight 
by Jeremy Chinn 
From the Mid Atlantic Radio Kontrol Society, Snow Hill, Maryland 

  Part 3 of 5 

 
  In the previous articles, you got 
the right equipment (both virtual 
and real) and you learned how 
to fly a Harrier.  Then you ex-
panded your 3-D horizons by 
learning to fly an Inverted Har-
rier. You are well on your way to 
building a solid base of funda-
mental 3-D skill.  
 
  Next in line is another funda-
mental skill that can be built 
upon later. It is time to learn to 
do a High Alpha Knife Edge.   
 
  If you followed earlier sugges-
tions to build your basic aero-
batic skill set, you learned to fly 
a Knife Edge during that effort. If 
not, then go back and learn to 
fly it. Make sure you can fly both 
left tip down and right tip down, 
and both orientations with the 
top and the belly of the airplane 
toward yourself. This basic aero-
batic skill can also be developed 
quickly using the simulator. 
 
  If and when you are comfort-
able flying regular Knife Edge 
flight, you are ready for the next 
step in your 3-D education: High 
Alpha Knife Edge. This name is 
really just the common name for 
flying Knife Edge at a high angle 
of attack. 
 
  To learn this skill, start by flying 
a regular Knife Edge down the 
field repeatedly. As you fly, 
gradually increase the rudder 
deflection, while balancing that 
against changes in throttle. 
Some airplanes require more 
throttle, some less.    All have a 
point of equilibrium that you 
must find on your own.  This skill 
can be learned at any lower alti-
tude, but I‟ve found that having 

the lower wingtip at around eye 
level is the most effective. This 
altitude gives enough time to roll 
the airplane back to level in the 
event of a problem, but is not 
too high to allow good vision of 
the airplane. 
 
  You may find that the airplane 
you are flying will require a 
higher angle of attack in high-
angle-of-attack Knife Edge than 
it did for Harrier flight. This is 
because the fuselage typically 
has less area than the wings do, 
and thus requires a higher angle 
of attack, more power, or both, 
to maintain a flat heading. You 
may also find that you need 
some aileron correction or ele-
vator correction to keep the air-
plane on the same heading 
while in High Alpha Knife Edge. 
Fly the airplane in this case 
rather than relying on a mix. I‟ve 
found that rarely are mixes ef-
fective in maintaining High Al-
pha Knife Edge when compared 
to regular Knife Edge.  
 
  Perform the same exercise in 
both directions down the field, 
and both directions with both 
orientations to yourself. When 
you feel comfortable in all orien-

tations, begin to make circles 
with the airplane. Use your ele-
vator to „steer‟ the airplane in 
your intended direction. Practice 
this skill repeatedly until you feel 
comfortable in all attitudes and 
orientations, and turning in all 
directions.  When you have 
mastered High Alpha Knife 
Edge and flying upright and in-
verted Harriers, you are ready to 
move on to two more advanced 
3-D skills: The Hover/Torque 
Roll and the Rolling Harrier. 
Each will be covered in upcom-
ing articles.  → 
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Start at a “comfortable” height and get the “feel” of the model.  Take it slow 
and you will quickly see results.  Remember to control YAW with your elevator. 

Aeroworks 50cc YAK-54 flown by 
MAM member Roger Harper 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html


 

  MAM Social 
  April 8th @ Michaels  6:30 pm 
  RSVP REQUIRED 
  Chair - Russ Gohl  
  Co-Chair - Bev Cushing  
 

  MAM Mall Show 

  Apr 9th   
  from 10:00am to 5:00pm 
  Chair - Steve Bueschel 
  Co-Chair - Wally Annerud  
        

  MAM Open House, Club Picnic     
  No Date Selected At This Time  
  Chair - Open 
  Co-Chair - Open 

 

  International Fun Fly 

  Aug 26th thru 28th  
  Chairs - MAM Board 
 

OTHER CLUBS: 
 

Bismarck MSMAC Event Dates: 
Prairie Rose State Games RC Aircraft 
Flying Exhibition-July 8-10 
August 21-22 Art May Memorial Fun Fly 

Williston Basin Modelers Event Dates: 
July 16-17 Williston Fun Fly  
 

Fargo Valley RC Flyers Event Dates: 
Annual Fun Fly - Aug. 6-7, 2011 at the 
Valley R/C Flyers Field, 1 mile East of 
Kragnes, MN.  
 
 
7th Annual Gimli 
Model Fest 
12th-14

th
 August  

 
 
http:// www.gimlimodelfest.com 

 
 

PROPSED CHANGES TO THE 
MAM SAFETY & FILED RULES 

 

Up COMING EVENTS 
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  During the February MAM meetings, 
Russ presented the PROPOSED changes 
to both, the current MAM Safety Rules 
dated November 2008 and to the MAM 
Field Safety Rules.  It was also proposed 
to remove all “safety” related items from 
the MAM Field Safety Rules and combine 
them with the MAM Safety Rules.  The re-
maining rules pertaining to the Flying Field 
will then be called the MAM Field Rules.  
Both set of changes were reviewed at the 
Feb 2011 meeting WITH A VOTE TO AP-
PROVE BOTH AT A LATER MEETING.→ 

MAM WISHES TO  

WELCOME BACK  

MAM MEMBER 

Wade Scott 

Click Here For More Info!  

The SCPB Annual Spring Static Dis-
play will be held at the Estevan Shop-
per's Mall on Saturday April 2, 2011. 
They will have  R/C airplanes, helicopters, 
and trucks on display. The R/C airplane 
simulator will return again this year for 
anyone to try out.    

mailto:mailto:gohl@min.midco.net
mailto:mailto:cushing@srt.com
mailto:mailto:%20blackwidow@srt.com
mailto:mailto:aanglass@ndak.net
http://www.gimlimodelfest.com
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
http://www.gimlimodelfest.com/2009/index.htm
http://scpb.sasktelwebsite.net/
http://scpb.sasktelwebsite.net/static_poster_apr0411.pdf
http://scpb.sasktelwebsite.net/static_poster_apr0411.pdf
http://scpb.sasktelwebsite.net/static_poster_apr0411.pdf
http://www.estevanshoppersmall.ca/index.html
http://www.estevanshoppersmall.ca/index.html
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Displays open to the public at 10:00 am until  

5:00 pm at the SEARS Court. 

The Minot Aircraft Modelers (MAM), is a non-profit chartered club 
of the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) and is dedicated to 
the advancement of model aviation in both youth and adults. 
There will be many types of models on display.  MAM members 
will be on hand to answer any questions and to explain how the 
models are built and flown.  There will be R/C flight simulators on-
hand so that you can try your hand at flying a radio control model. 
Club information on hand to help you get started in radio control 
models and join The AMA & MAM. 

Presents our 

27th Annual Mall Show 
Saturday  April 9th at the  

Dakota Square Mall in Minot 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
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MSMAC Mall Show 

by Roger Harper 

 

   

The 2011 Missouri Slope Model Aero Club  Mall 
Show was Saturday March 19th at the Kirkwood 
Mall in Bismarck.  There were lots of models on 
display and they had a great turn out of people.  
Many club members were on hand to answer 
questions and talk about their models.  → 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
http://www.msmac.org/
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Valley R/C Flyers, Inc.   
Red River Valley 
Fargo-Moorhead 

 

Fun Fly Schedule  

 2011 

 

July 9, 2011 – Charity Fun Fly – (Valley R/C) 

 Hope, Inc. and 4 Love of Dogs Rescue Charities 
 

July 16-17, 2011 – Valley Big Dogs - IMAA 
 

July 23-24, 2011 – Helicopter Fun Fly  
 

August 7-8, 2011 – Valley R/C Annual Fun Fly 
 
 
 

Everyone Welcome to any of these events.  Con-
tact persons are: 

 

Valley R/C Flyers – Shane Tommerdahl – 218-498-2022 – stommerd27@yahoo.com 
 
Heli Fun Fly – Gary Ferguson – 701-799-9979 – efergie72@hotmail.com  
 
Big Dogs – Jeff Stremick – 701-298-8304 – strem@aol.com  

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
mailto:stommerd27@yahoo.com
mailto:efergie72@hotmail.com
mailto:strem@aol.com
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UPDATE ON THE FAA 

by Dave Mathewson, AMA President 

 

 

Continued from Page 1 

 
our plan. In this phase, we‟re asking our members 
to reach out to their elected representatives and 
tell them about the positive aspects of model 
aviation, its value as a family recreational activity, 
the value as an educational tool, and the fact that 
model aviation is a perfect stepping stone for our 
children that can lead them to careers in 
aviation and aerospace. 
  We want to point out that unnecessary regulation 
of model aviation can have a serious negative eco-
nomic impact on an entire industry that supports 
what we do. In short, we need to educate our fed-
eral representatives, and this needs to be done in 
advance of the release of the NPRM. 
  All of this is outlined in detail in Model Aviation 
magazine as well as on a special section of the 
AMA Web site at  www.modelaircraft.org/gov. 
There you will find background information on the 
entire process and learn more about AMA‟s team 
working on your behalf. There is also an area that 
will provide some suggested text that you may use 
to automatically draft a letter to your representa-
tives along with a way to identify who those repre-
sentatives are. 
  The third phase of our plan will be an additional 
campaign in response to the NPRM, if necessary. 
Since we won‟t know exactly what the NPRM will 
contain until it‟s released in the Federal Register, 
we won‟t know how to react to it until then. 
  What we all need to do today is to visit the AMA 
Web site and draft a letter to Congressional repre-
sentatives to let them know about all the positive 
aspects of model aviation and the potential harm 
that overly onerous regulations may cause to a 
viable recreational and educational family activity. 
As Leader Members and club officers, I‟m asking 
that all of you please inform your membership and 
modeling friends of the importance of becoming 
involved. Ask them to send a letter to their repre-
sentatives. It will only take a few minutes to help 
preserve the future of an activity 
that we all enjoy. 
  See you next time.  → 

HELP NEEDED 
 

you can see from the list of up-coming Events for 

2011, MAM needs help.  If you are interested in being 

a Chair for an Event or just helping out, please let 

me know. 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
http://www.modelaircraft.org/gov
mailto:mailto:rktman56@yahoo.com
mailto:mailto:rktman56@yahoo.com
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Letter From Kent Conrad on the FAA Situation 
by Roger Harper 

 

  Over the past two weeks tens of thousands of AMA members and model aviation 
supporters have written over 80,000 individual letters to members of Congress ex-
pressing their concern regarding FAA‟s intent to regulate model aircraft, and there are 
clear signs that our message is being heard!  Everyone is encouraged help.  The AMA 
has set up an easy to use on-line form for us to use.  They also have given some help 
if you wish to write your own letter on their website.  Either way, EVERYONE is en-
couraged to help get the word out on the concerns regarding the FAA.  You can see 
more information by using the following links: 

http://www.modelaircraft.org/aboutama/gov.aspx 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/aboutama/voice.aspx 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
http://www.modelaircraft.org/aboutama/gov.aspx
http://www.modelaircraft.org/aboutama/voice.aspx
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MAM Winter Social 
April 8, 2011     6:30 p.m. 

Michaels Restaurant  Minot, ND 
   

Buffet includes 3 entrées (chicken pasta ribs),  

a tossed salad, and 2 sides 

 

 

 

Cost is $20.00 per person which includes tip and tax.  

Drinks not included in cost. 

   

RSVP by April 6 to cushing@srt.com or 

Bev Cushing at 839-6635 (leave message) 
 
Fundraising dessert auction to follow the meal.  

MAM members, please bring desserts for the auc-

tion.  
 

Be ready for an evening of fun and camaraderie. 

         

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
mailto:mailto:cushing@srt.com


 

MAM Meeting Minutes 
March 1st, 2011 

 

SECRETARY & TREASURER REPORTS  READ  

OLD BUSINESS 

  

NO NEW BUSINESS 

MEETING AJORNED 
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Minot Aircraft Modelers 

 Safety Rules 
 

1. The Academy of Model Aeronautics safety code is to be observed at all times.  The code is posted on 

the frequency pin board at the field. 
2. The Club Safety Officers requests will be observed.   The Safety officer has the last word and may 

ground an aircraft or pilot that presents a potential safety hazard.  Disputes over safety rule interpretation 

will be discussed and resolved at the next club meeting. 
3. Aircraft shall not be started in any area other then the pit areas adjacent to the runways. 

4. Do not taxi in the pit areas. Maintain physical control of your aircraft up to the runway gates. 

5. Before turning on a transmitter, the pilot must place their current AMA card in the corresponding fre-

quency pin slot in the frequency pin board. * 
6. Transmitters shall be turned off when not in use and shall not be turned on without the frequency pin 

attached to the transmitter antenna.  The frequency pin and number are to remain attached to the trans-

mitter antenna while the pin is in the possession of the pilot.  After your flight/s turn your transmitter off and 

return the pin the frequency board. * 
7. Flying pilots must remain behind the flight line fence.  Pilots should be at least 10-15 feet apart when 

flying. 
8. Before entering the runway, loudly announce your intentions.  Never taxi onto the runway without 

checking for approaching or landing aircraft.  Pilots making touch and go or full stop landings should an-

nounce their intentions.  Landing aircraft has precedence over aircraft taking off.  Dead stick landings 

have priority over powered landings.  Announce It Loud Enough To Be Heard! 
9. All take off and landings are to be into the wind.  If the wind changes directions during a flight and the 

active runway is to be changed, clear it with the pilots flying. 
10. Always fly a pattern and never fly both directions over an active runway. Aerobatics are to be per-

formed beyond the active runway, or on the non-active runway. 
11.  Helicopter pilots should observe the pattern when flying in Forward flight.  Take offs and landings 

should be announced.  Aerobatics should be performed away from the active runway, or on the non-

active runway. 
12. Helicopters should not hover over the active runway or in any way inhibit fixed wing from landing or 

taking off. Designated areas are to be used for hovering, or the non-active runway. 
13. Flying over the pits, parking lot or spectator areas is strictly prohibited! 

14. No more then 5 aircraft in the air at one single time.  *Exceptions at organized events. 

15. Consuming alcoholic beverages or drugs and flying RC are prohibited. 

16.  Spectators are not allowed in the pit area unless accompanied by a MAM member. Children under 6 

are not allowed.  This is for everyone’s safety. 
Any Non-member that wishes to fly at the Minot Aircraft Modelers field must have a current AMA card, 

pay a $3.00 daily guest fee, and have a member of MAM present.  Resident members of other North Da-

kota clubs are exempt from the daily fee. 

  

*2.4Ghz Transmitter users must still place their AMA cards in the frequency board!  

 

 

 

Safety is everyone’s concern. If something questionable is observed, politely visit with the person to 

seek a solution.  

 

 
Revised November 2008 

CURRENT SAFETY RULES CURRENT SAFETY RULES 

CURRENT SAFETY RULES CURRENT SAFETY RULES 



 

 Minot Aircraft Modelers 
 Safety Rules 

1. No Changes 

2. No Changes 

3. Aircraft shall not be started in any area other than the area North of the Hangar and the Pit area.  A sec-

ond person or a restraining device should always be used to hold the aircraft during engine starting and 
check out.  The aircraft's prop blast should be directed away form other individuals or aircraft.  No starting 
of engines on the active when more than one aircraft is using the active runway. 

4. No Changes 

5. Before turning on a transmitter, the pilot must place their current AMA or Model Aeronautics Association of 

Canada (MAAC) card in the corresponding frequency pin slot in the frequency pin board. * 
6. Transmitters shall be turned off when not in use and shall not be turned on without the frequency pin attached to 

the transmitter antenna.** The frequency pin and number are to remain attached to the transmitter antenna** while 
the pin is in the possession of the pilot.  After your flight/s turn your transmitter off and return the pin the frequency 
board. * 

7. Flying pilots must remain behind the pit fence.  Those pilots using 72MHz should be at least 10-15 feet apart 

while flying. 

8. Before entering the runway, loudly announce your intentions.  Never taxi onto the runway without checking for 

approaching or landing aircraft.  Pilots should not take off directly from the runway gates, taxi out and take off 
from the active runway.  Pilots making touch and go or full stop landings should announce their intentions.  Land-
ing aircraft has precedence over aircraft taking off.  Dead stick landings have priority over powered landings.  An-
nounce It Loud Enough To Be Heard! 

9. All take off and landings should be into the wind.  If the wind changes directions during a flight and the active 

runway is to be changed, clear it with the pilots flying. 

10. Always fly a pattern and never fly both directions over an active runway when more than one aircraft is using 

the active runway. Aerobatics are to be performed beyond the active runway centerline, or on the non-active run-
way. 

11. Helicopter pilots that are using the active should observe the pattern when flying in forward flight. Take offs 

and landings should be announced.  Aerobatics should be performed away from the active runway centerline, or on 
the non-active runway. 

12. Helicopters and fixed wing aircraft (3D flying) should not in any way inhibit any aircraft from flying, landing or 

taking off while using the active runway. Designated areas such as the non-active runway, are to be used for 
this type of flying. 

13. No Changes 

14. No Changes 

15. Consuming alcoholic beverages and flying or the use of any drug that impairs a pilots judgment or ability 

to safely control their model and flying is prohibited. 

16. No Change 

17. Flight operations will cease during electrical storms.  ADDED 

18. All glow, gas and turbine powered models must not exceed a maximum of 105db sound level at 9 yards.  

ADDED 

19. It is prohibited to store any type of fuel in the Hangar excluding the residual fuel contained inside model 

aircraft fuel tanks.  ADDED 

20. The charging of Lithium Polymer (Li-Po) and Lithium Ion (Li-Ion)  batteries unattended in the Hangar is 

strictly prohibited.  The charging of Lithium Phosphate (Li-Fe), A123™, Nickel-metal Hydride (NiMH) and 
other Tx, Rx and field batteries with an appropriate "trickle" type charger is allowed in the Hangar as long as 
it's plugged into the GFI protected circuit located on the North wall.  ADDED 

21. EMERGENCY NUMBERS - There is a phone located in the Concession Building:   

 Hospital 857-5000 
 Police  911 
 MAM Field Address: 100th Ave & 100St. NE    ADDED 

 
*2.4GHz Transmitter users must still place their AMA or MAAC cards in the frequency board! 
** Due to the plastic housings on 2.4GHz transmitter antennas, pilots using 2.4GHz can place their fre-
quency pin in an another area as long as it is visible to other flying pilots.    
  

Safety is everyone‟s concern. If something questionable is observed, politely visit with the person to seek a solution.  

PROPOSED CHANGES ARE IN 

BOLD 

PROPOSED CHANGES ARE IN 

BOLD 

PROPOSED CHANGES ARE IN 

BOLD 

PROPOSED CHANGES ARE IN 

BOLD 



 

____________________________________

MAM FIELD SAFETY RULES 
 

1. The gate to the field is open any time a Club Member is present. Last Club member to leave the field locks the 
building and gate. 

2. The gate combo will be available to all current members. 
3. Non-Club members (guests) see Club Safety Rules. 
4. Entry road and parking area speed limit is 15 MPH or the speed that does not cause dust. 
5. No flying before 8 a.m. without permission. No restrictions on electric or non powered sailplanes. 
6. All glow, gas and turbine powered aircraft must not exceeded a maximum of 105db sound level at 9 yards. 
7. RV camping allowed (limited hookups). 
8. Shelter area may not be used as a pit area. 
9. Flight operations will cease during electrical storms. 
10. Emergency Numbers: 
  

There is a phone located in concession building.  
 

Hospital 857-5000  
Police 911  

 
Give location  

 
100th Ave. & 100th St. NE 

        
Created on 4/24/2003  
Modified 7/13/2010 
 
 
 
 

 

Minot Aircraft Modelers 

Field Rules 
 

1. Any Non-member that wishes to fly at the Minot Aircraft Modelers field must have a current AMA card, pay a 

$3.00 daily guest fee, and have a member of MAM present.  Resident members of other North Dakota clubs are ex-
empt from the daily fee.  The MAM member escorting the non-member must ensure that the non-member reads and 
understands the MAM Safety Rules and the MAM Field Rules.  Resident members of other North Dakota clubs are 
exempt from the daily fee. 

2. The gate to the field is to remain open any time a club member is present. The last club member to leave the 

field ensures that the water pump is turned off, all of the buildings are locked, the key for the buildings is locked up 
and then locks the gate as they leave. 

3. The gate combo will only be available to all current MAM members. 

4. Entry road and parking area speed limit is 15 MPH. 

5. If any members are camping at the field, NO flying before 8 AM without getting their permission first.  No restric-

tions on electric or non-powered models. 

6. If you use the grill, please clean it after use and ensure it's turned off. 

7. Pets shall be confined to the spectator areas and owners are responsible for pet clean up. 

8. Because the computer in the concessions stand runs important functions for our website, it is not for use by the 

membership, please leave it alone. 

9. Storage of models and associated flying equipment is allowed in the Hangar.  The member must understand that 

MAM is NOT responsible for any damage to, or the loss, of any item(s) the member may leave inside the Hangar.  
Store at your own risk.  The storage of any items used for anything other than R/C flying is not encouraged!  Mem-
bers are asked to remove any such model(s) or item(s) that they are not going to use at club event(s) prior to such 
event(s). 
 
 

CURRENT SAFETY RULES CURRENT SAFETY RULES 

PROPOSED CHANGES  PROPOSED CHANGES  



 

APRIL 2011 Meeting 
 

When:  Tuesday, APRIL 5th 
 

Where: MINOT PUBLIC LIBRARY 

MAM FLIGHTLINES 
Roger Harper 
900 9

th
 Ave NE 

Minot, ND 58703 

What’s Inside the MARCH Issue…  
 

 Latest News on the FAA Situation 
 MAM SAFETY RULES 
 MAM MALL SHOW FLIER 
 Up COMING EVENTS 

 MSMAC MALL SHOW 

 Letter From Kent Conrad  
 

 

 
 
 


