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Up COMING EVENTS 

  

  MAM Upcoming EVENTS: 
      
          

  MAM Open House, Club Picnic     
  June 12th   
  Chair - Maynard Kuebler 
  Co-Chair - Lanny Wade 

 

  International Fun Fly 

  Aug 27th thru 29th  
  Chairs - MAM Board 
 

OTHER CLUBS: 
 
The Williston Basin Modelers Fun Fly 
will be held this year on 17-18 July. 

 
 

7th Annual Gimli Model Fest 
5 Day Event 
12th-16

th
 August 2010 

 
http://www.gimlimodelfest.com 

 
www.gimlimodelfest.com 
 
 
 
 

        

Bismarck MSMAC Event Dates: 
June 26, club picnic/fun fly 
July 9-11 Prairie Rose State Games 
Fun Fly 
August 21-22 Art May Memorial Fun 
Fly 

 
 

TIPS & TRICKS 

 
Gluing on Canopies 
Before gluing on your airplane’s canopy, 
put a small hole in some obscure place to 
allow air circulation under the canopy. 
This will keep your canopy from popping 
off in the summer when the air inside ex-
pands or from collapsing in the winter 
when the air shrinks. 
 

 
Soldering Wires 
Unless you have nerves of steel, it’s diffi-
cult to hold two wires still while you solder 
them together, even if one is clamped to 
your workbench. An easy solution to this 
problem is to glue two wooden clothespins 
to a wooden base, about an inch apart.  
Now, slip the wires to be soldered into the 
clamping part of the clothespins, and they 
will be held together without jiggling. You 
can put the clothespins side by side rather 
than nose to nose. This keeps them from 
interfering with longer wires. You will 
probably have to sand the gripping part to 
create a larger grip area. 
 
 
—both from the Beachmasters RC Club 
newsletter, Ocean Park, Washington 

MAM WISHES TO  

WELCOME OUR NEW 

MEMBERS 

George & Amy 

Monk 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
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Improving Your Helicopter Flying Skills 
By Bob Ackerman from the Mid-Missouri Radio Control Association 

  I have watched most of the heli-
copter pilots around the area over 
the past few years and I have seen 
great improvements with their flying 
skills. And this is great.  But I have 
noticed that many helicopter pilots 
are rushing to get into forward flight 
and on to aerobatic flight without 
working on the basics. With any heli-
copter, every flight starts in a hover 
and ends in a hover (hopefully).  
Everything in between doesn’t mat-
ter. To improve your flying skill you 
need to practice hovering. 
  If you watch most helicopter pilots 
at the field, they place their helicop-
ter on the ground 20 to 30 feet in 
front of them, bring the helicopter up 
to a stable hover, then quickly turn 
around and head off to fly around. 
For the most part that is okay.  Ap-
proach to landing is another story.  
Many pilots come in too short or too 
long and end up hovering back-
wards to in front of the pilot, and 
then landing. Other pilots enter a 
high hover in front of the pilot and 
then descend backwards to a lower 
hover for landing. 
  I propose to all the helicopter pilots 
out there to spend some time on the 
hover circles just hovering. There 
are a couple of skills you need to do 
while hovering.  Some of these are 
real basic, but they lead to harder 
elements of hovering. 
  Start in your normal hover with the 
nose pointed away from you. Don’t 
watch the tail; you should watch the 
nose because that is the direction 
the helicopter normally flies in. Now 
turn the helicopter so that it is 45° 
from you and hold that hover. Now 
turn back to the other 45°.  Work 
your way up to 90° on both sides. 
  Now here is the hard part. Do you 
know where you just placed your 
helicopter on the ground for the first 
takeoff? Do you know where you 
stand all the time? Good. From now 
on you stand at the same spot. 

From now on you do not place your 
helicopter on the ground at the 
same spot. Spend your practice time 
by practicing taking off and landing 
at different spots on the field. 
  Next, take the two elements men-
tioned above and practice that 45 
and 90° turn at different places 
around the field. Hard, isn’t it? How 
about changing the altitude?  In-
stead of five feet in the air, try the 
hovering at three feet, or 10 feet.  
Helicopter pilots get comfortable 
with their helicopter in a hover at a 
certain altitude and a certain dis-
tance in front of them. The idea here 
is to move around and try different 
locations. The above is all good but 
you would be surprised at the num-
ber of helicopter pilots who do not, 
or have not, practiced any of the 
above. 
  Now we take hovering to the next 
level. Pick several points around the 
field.  Hover the helicopter to that 
location and  stop over the mark. 
This could be a clump of grass or an 
imaginary spot on the ground. 
Slowly bring the helicopter straight 
down and land on that spot, then 
back up into a hover. Move to an-
other point. You will be surprised 
how really hard that is at first. 
  Next make it more difficult. As the 
helicopter move from point to point, 
the helicopter must fly in a hover 
motion only. You must keep the heli-
copter pointed in the direction of 
flight. After stopping at a selected 
spot, turn the helicopter to face the 
new direction of flight and then fly at 
hovering flight to the next stopping 
spot. Yes, I know, it can be difficult. 
  If you think about it, you should be 
able to come up with dozens of drills 
to practice your hovering. Flying 
side to side for most beginners is 
the first thing they learn. Turning the 
helicopter and flying in a forward 
direction is more difficult.  Flying 
backwards, except when pointed 

away from you (the nose that is), 
can be very difficult. But the more 
you practice the better you get. And 
the more different types of practice 
you do, the better you become. 
  Another area I would like to dis-
cuss is flying pattern. Many helicop-
ter pilots start from a hover and 
head off almost straight up to have 
some fun. Helicopter pilots should 
concentrate on a hover taxi out onto 
the runway, just like our fixed-wing 
friends do, turn to face down the 
runway, and fly out in a pattern. 
  When done flying around and after 
doing whatever you want to do while 
in forward flight, you should practice 
arriving in the pattern. Fly downwind 
just like the airplanes, turn onto the 
runway, and in a controlled ap-
proach descend and slow down so 
that the helicopter flies into a hover 
right in front of you, Once you have 
a nice hover in the middle of the run-
way, turn the helicopter to the side 
of the runway, hover fly to the side-
line, turn to face the runway, and 
land. 
  The general point of this entire arti-
cle is to practice what you don’t do, 
and practice what you normally do 
but in a little different fashion. Heli-
copters are all about the hover, and 
the helicopter can hover anywhere 
on the field. The problem is most 
pilots have not practiced hovering all 
over the field. 
  Attitude recognition gained from all 
that hovering practice will to become 
second nature. Knowing how to cor-
rect the attitude of the helicopter 
from any attitude will help the pilot to 
progress with aerobatics many times 
faster than relying on sheer luck, 
which is what most people do rush-
ing into forward flight. The hard work 
up front will pay off later learning 
aerobatics because every angle of 
the helicopter will be familiar and 
therefore more easy to correct, carry
-out, or bail from to avoid a danger. 
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MAM Meeting Minutes 
May 4th, 2010 

 

Meeting called to order 
 

 Secretary Report   
 Treasurers Report read 
 

Old Business 
 
 The H2O tank is taken care of. The entrance sign is being taken care 

of. 
 
 The Mall show was great, Steve B. says THANKS to Derrick, Mark V. 

and Roger L.  
 
 Open House under control Maynard states, needs guys to do novelty 

demos.  Open House is the next event, Maynard states its on its way. 
Just need flyers distributed. 

 
 Needs a person for registration, and 2 more for young folk moving.  

Linda W is coordinating the concessions. Media is complete. 
 
 Thanks Derrick for all the nice plaques at the Mall show. 
 
 Maynard has installed timers in the restrooms and shower.   Earl in-

stalled a fan in the shower. 
 
 Linda W, Lanny, Sharron, Maynard, and Wally thanks for removing the 

flower beds. 
 
 Mark V is still having his retirement/grad party on the 29

th
 of May. 

 

New Business 
 
 This Saturdays clean up day is postponed for a later date. It is not de-

cided yet.  Maynard will make a list of what to do. Tonight we will move 
tables. 

 
 Meeting adjourned.  
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