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   Have you ever wondered what a “spotter” 
is there for?  It’s not just to “spot” for the 
pilot.  This is not a complete list, but it gives 
you an idea of how important the spotter is: 
 
 

 Relay messages from the flightline and 
safety personnel to the pilot about landing 
aircraft, aircraft emergencies, or dead-
stick landings by other aircraft on the field, 
and other information important to the pilot 
flying the aircraft. The pilot may be con-
centrating on the aircraft in flight and may 
not hear or pay attention to background 
messages on the field. 

 Relay messages from the pilot to the 
flightline and/or safety personnel about the 
pilot’s landing, emergency, or dead-stick 
landings, and other information that needs 
to be passed from the pilot to others. 

 Be the eyes of the pilot away from the air-
craft. Watch the flightline and inform your 
pilot of aircraft taxiing in front of the pilot, 
people on the runway line, obstacles on 
the ground if the pilot walks around while 
flying, or other safety issues that your pilot 
should be aware of. 

 Watch the other aircraft in flight and inform 
your pilot of aircraft that may cross the 
flight path of his or her aircraft.  Changes 
in pattern direction or aircraft in different 
flight types (3D aerobatic vs. pattern flight) 
crossing your pilot’s flight path should be 
reported. 

 Keep the pilot advised of the type of air-
craft that are being started for flight. Some 
pilots may be flying the pattern and if a 3-
D aerobatic aircraft is getting ready to fly, 
the pilot may decide to fly at a different 
altitude or land the aircraft.  

 Minimize the distractions to the pilot in 
flight. The spotter is the eyes and ears for 
the pilot. Anything that could distract the 
attention of the pilot should be explained 
so that the pilot can keep his/her eyes on 
the aircraft and not look at the distraction. 

 A pilot spotter may also assist the pilot at 
contests, such as a pattern contest, by 
providing information to the pilot about the 
next maneuver at key points of the flight. 
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It’s that time again, time to 
not only renew your AMA, but 
also to pay MAM Dues.   

CLUB DUES 

2013 CLUB DUES 
 

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP: $50 annually  
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: $55 annually 
JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP: $20 annually 
(19 years old or younger) 
 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP: $50 annu-
ally (must be active military or member of 
another club. No land assessment re-
quirement BUT has NO voting privilege.) 

The combo to the gate has been changed 
from last year, time to pay your dues. 

SPOTTER DUTIES 

 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
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By: Jim Wallen, AMA Insider Club Corner author 

  AMA clubs use their club 
officers in numerous and 
varied ways. You are re-
quired to have a club 
safety officer, but it’s up to 
your individual clubs what 
other offices work best for 
your specific situation. 
  What works for small 
clubs may not be the way 
to go for larger clubs. Per-
haps you want to add a 
president, a vice president, 
a treasurer, a field mar-
shal, an event coordinator, 
a chief training instructor, a 
membership coordinator, a 
newsletter editor, a web-
master, or some other po-
sition that makes sense for 
your club. You can estab-
lish a formal plan for suc-

cession or not. It is up to 
you. You might be sur-
prised at the talents and 
skill sets your members 
have in filling these posi-
tions. Remember that club 
officers often times dictate 
the direction your club 
takes in being a viable pro-
gressive organization. 
  Sometimes we forget that 
our club officers are volun-
teers and spend many 
hours fulfilling their duties 
to make your club more 
enjoyable. If some are 
frustrated about the per-
formance of a club officer, 
keep in mind that they 
have raised their hand to 
help out and are to be 
commended for doing so. 

  You may want to consider 
some form of recognition 
for past club officers. Rec-
ognize them at a club 
meeting. Perhaps you 
want to establish a recog-
nition event and invite the 
club officers, some of 
which you may have not 
seen for some time. Get 
some treats and make a 
party out of the event. Eve-
ryone likes to be recog-
nized and appreciated. 
  Recognition of club offi-
cers is a morale builder 
and adds the element of 
enthusiasm to your club. 
That is a key element in 
keeping your club pointed 
in a positive, progressive, 
and enthusiastic direction! 

 

At the November meeting, MAM will accept nominations 

for the 2013 Board Members.  Do you have an idea of a 

MAM member that you would like to see on the Board?  

The following positions are open for nomination: 

 

President 

Secretary (Safety Officer) 

Treasure 

Editor 

Board Member At Large (2015) 
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  Okay, I’m going to do a little 
story telling here but I prom-
ise to get to the point as soon 
as possible. There are times 
when someone or something 
makes an impression on you 
that sticks with you for the 
rest of your life. This is one of 
those 
stories. 
  It was a dark and stormy 
night. Forget that, actually it 
wasn’t stormy, but it was 
around 2 a.m. and my flight 
instructor and I had fl own to 
Wichita as part of my multien-
gine instruction in an old Az-
tec to get my rating, and we 
had been battling bad 
weather for most of the day 
on our return trip to Florida. 
We had to land a couple of 
times to wait out some seri-
ous looking thunderstorms, 
and for this reason 
we were not only arriving late 
but dog-tired  to boot. 
  I had lowered the flaps and 
the landing gear and had 
three green lights, which told 
me the gear was down and 
locked. On final approach at 
probably 200 feet or so, I 
reached down to check the 
landing gear lever to make 
sure it had fully notched, at 
which time my instructor 
slapped my hand and told me 
to “quit that, just fly the 
damned airplane.” His point 
being that we already had the 
three green lights and I had 
no business fiddling around 
on final approach. He was 
right—just fly the airplane.   

  I’m lying a little here, he ac-
tually used a much harsher 
word, but I can’t repeat it 
here. You can guess it. 
  In the following 25 years of 
flying, I kept remembering his 
words and I believe they saw 
me through some rough 
situations. 
  When you think about it, the 
advice can be applied to our 
modern day RC flying. 
Whether flying a glider, gas-
ser, or a pylon racer, the 
point is that “just fly the air-
plane” is still good advice. 
  You’re out flying your gas 
powered Decathlon and you 
have a lot of wind and if you 
have some trees near you, 
you will have turbulence, your 
airplane is bouncing all over 
the sky, going up and down 
like an elevator and now 
you’re faced with making a 
landing. What do you do 
now? You guessed it, “just fly 
the damned airplane.”  And 
being the brave soul you are, 
you fly again, but this time, 
the wind shifts and you now 
have a 90° crosswind. 
  There are two basic meth-
ods for landing in a cross 
wind. The slickest way is to 
drop a wing into the wind and 
use opposite rudder to main-
tain a straight heading to the 
runway. Being the chicken 
soul that I am, I never 
learned to do that since it 
takes more coordination than 
I have, especially at my age. I 
simply crab the airplane 
enough to offset the wind and 

maintain my heading to the 
runway and then, just before I 
touch down, I straighten out. 
  Horrors, some will say. Well 
heck, it works for me and I 
haven’t knocked a landing 
gear off yet maybe from 
some bad landings, but not 
doing a crosswind landing at 
least. 
  Actually, if you’ve seen 
some of videos of crosswind 
landing airliners make, they 
use the crab method so I’m 
not alone in this. 
  All right, you ask, what’s this 
got to do with “just fly the air-
plane?” Well, now that you 
ask, I think it has to do with a 
mindset. Whichever system 
you prefer cross-control or 
crabbing, forget about the 
wind, forget about the turbu-
lence, just concentrate on 
flying the airplane, and the 
rest will take care of itself. 
  It is obvious that you should 
have mastered your flying to 
the point where things are 
more or less automatic and 
you no longer have to think 
about which way to push the 
sticks to raise a wing, but this 
comes with practice and time. 
And this leads to another 
point, which is flying instinc-
tively. Let your instincts run 
free, for when you do, things 
become more automatic and 
you don’t have stand there 
sweating over what to do 
next. 
  In other words, “just fly the 
damned airplane.” 

 

By: Bob Wilson, Macon Aero Modelers, Franklin NC,  
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MAM General Meeting Notes 
October 2nd, 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7:02 General Meeting called to order  
 

Treasurers report  read  
Minutes from September meeting read    
 

Old Business: 
 

 Meetings will be held at the Minot Public Library starting first Tuesday in De-
cember 6:00pm for board members and 7:00pm for general meeting.  The next 
meeting will be held at the Minot Air Museum November 6th. 
 Wally will research power lines to see if we have leakage in the underground 
lines going to the camper power hookups. 
 Bi-Law Article III - Life Membership wording change. Change submitted by 
Lanny Wade and second by Ron Klusman. New wording was read by Russ G. 
and discussed. Motion was made to vote on change by Russ G. and change ac-
cepted by majority vote. 
 
 

New Business: 
 

 Laurence Calking sent the club a letter of appreciation along with a $50.00 
donation thanking us for allowing Pete Micale to be a past member of the club 
and how our club fuelled his enthusiasm to continue to fly. 
 Joe asked about cutting a runway going from NE to SW to compensate for 
takeoff and landings in high winds. Russ G. stated it would be a hard runway to 
manage in high air traffic but could be used with two or three pilots flying. Motion 
to cut a new runway for electrics was made by Earl and second by Linda W. Mo-
tion passed to install the runway. 

 
 

.  

 MEETING AJORNED 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
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  In the three years that I’ve be-
longed to the Knox County Ra-
dio Control club, Knoxville, Ten-
nessee, I’ve witnessed my share 
of crashes and even thrilled my 
buddies with a few of my own. 
One thing that amazes me 
about this hobby is how often 
we crash. On any given week-
end, one or two members will 
probably lose a airplane. What’s 
even more amazing is that the 
vast majority of these crashes 
are entirely preventable. 
  Most crashes are caused by 
simple errors that we make be-
fore the airplane leaves the 
ground. Eliminate these errors 
and you’ll have a far better 
chance of bringing the model 
home in one piece. Here are the 
three most common mistakes 
that lead to crashes and simple 
steps for avoiding them. 
 

Wrong Model Number 

 

  Programmable radios make the 
sport more fun and arguably 
safer, too. One of the primary 
benefits of a programmable ra-
dio is that it can store settings 
for several models. With the 
click of a button, you can call up 
the settings for your favorite 
model, complete with trim set-
tings, end-point adjustments, 
servo directions, dual rates, ex-
ponentials, and more.  
  But programmable radios have 
a dark side. If you fail to select 
the right model number before 
takeoff, you may find yourself 
flying with reversed ailerons, a 
reversed elevator, improper 
trims or throws, or other ail-
ments. Rare is the airplane that 
lands safely when the  radio is 
set to the wrong model number. 
  The solution is twofold. One, 
remember to  check the model 
number the moment you switch 
on your transmitter and make 
sure it matches the airplane 

you’re about to fly. Two, always 
check the movement of the con-
trol surfaces before flying. Even 
if you forget to check the model 
number, you’ll almost always 
catch the error if you check the 
control surfaces before every 
flight. 
  Having a radio set to the wrong 
model number is the most com-
mon cause of reversed servos, 
but it’s not the only cause. Oc-
casionally we simply forget to 
program in the servo directions 
before flying a new airplane.  
Again—make it a habit to check 
the control surfaces before 
every flight and you’ll head dis-
asters off before they happen. 
Before flying a new airplane for 
the first time, get a second pair 
of eyes to go over it with you. If 
the ailerons are reversed and 
you overlooked it once, you’ll 
probably miss it again. 
 

Improperly Located Cen-
ter of Gravity 

 

  There’s an old saying in this 
hobby that says “A nose-heavy 
airplane flies poorly; a tail 
heavy airplane flies  nice.” Most 
beginners fail to appreciate how 
big a role balance plays in the 
performance of an airplane. Bal-
ance is important in full-scale 
airplanes, but it’s even more 
important in RC aircraft, where 
an inch or so can make the dif-
ference between a model that 
flies well and one that’s unman-
ageable in the air. 
   Most construction manuals 
specify where the model’s cen-
ter of gravity (CG) should be 
located, and a model shouldn’t 
be considered complete until 
you’ve ensured that the CG is at 
or near the recommended loca-
tion. If necessary, you can add a 
few ounces of lead to the nose 
or tail to achieve the recom-
mended CG. Often adding lead 

isn’t necessary; you can achieve 
the desired CG by moving the 
receiver battery backward or 
forward. 
   Be certain to check the air-
plane’s CG before flying it for 
the first time. I usually mark the 
location of the manufacturer’s 
recommended CG with short 
pieces of trim tape. That way I 
can check the CG even if I don’t 
remember precisely where it’s 
supposed to be. Assuming your 
aircraft’s fuel tank is on or in 
front of the CG, be sure to check 
the CG with the tank empty. Fi-
nally, if your airplane has re-
tracts that fold backward (like 
the F4U Corsair), check the CG 
with the wheels up. 
  Deploying the gear prior to 
landing will move the CG for-
ward, but it’s better to be nose-
heavy during landing than tail-
heavy during flight. 
 

Inadequately Charged 
Batteries 

 

  If you crave excitement, try 
flying your favorite airplane with-
out charging the receiver bat-
tery. To double the fun, don’t 
charge the transmitter, either. 
Then you can take bets on 
which will fail first. Joking aside, 
charge those batteries before 
flying, and check them at the 
field if you’re not sure whether 
they’re charged. 
  Most transmitters have built-in 
voltage meters; I don’t fly if the 
voltage is less than 10 volts—
just to be safe. You can check 
receiver batteries with an inex-
pensive voltmeter (which should 
be part of every flight box), or 
you can install an onboard volt-
age indicator like the Hobbico 
VoltWatch. Remember, low bat-
teries lead to dead airplanes. 
This is one case where an 
ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure. 

By: Jeff Procise, AMA Insider Club Corner author 
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